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Events ~~ 

· SSDSRV Blue Ribbon 
Proclamation 
Monday, March 8 - 8pm 
Everyone Invited! 

· Standardized Testing For 
Students Grade 3 Only 
Monday, March 8 Through 
Thursday, March 11 

· Rush Holt Visit - Blue Ribbon 
Celebration At SSDSRV 
Tuesday, March 9 - 9am 
Parents Invited 

· Lunch and Challah  
Order Deadline 
Friday, March 12 

· Pi Day - Friday, March 12 

· Standardized Testing For 
Students in Grades 2, 4, 5-8 
Monday, March 15 Through  
Thursday, March 18 

· Israeli Folk Dance Festival 
Sunday, March 21  
Queens College 

· Blue Ribbon Main Event 
Thursday, April 15 

·  

Can We Live Outside of Time? 
 

One of the complications of modern existence is how bound we are by 
time. We all have schedules, activities and priorities. But don't we also 
inhabit a world beyond time?  
 
Shabbat is that opportunity for timelessness. This week we read: "The 
Israelite people shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath 
throughout the ages as a Covenant for all time: It shall be a sign for all 
time between Me and the people of Israel…" (Exodus, 31:16-17a). 
Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman wrote, "People who live only by the signs of 
the time have no taste of the timeless." Shabbat is the day without 
lists, when there is no pressure to accomplish anything. 
 
More profoundly, Hoffman suggests that Shabbat is a weekly 
reminder of the presence of people in our lives. When we live only in 
time, we know only the transient -- things that come and go. But the 
opportunity for a husband and wife to spend Shabbat together and 
deepen their love; for a family to bless its children and to give them 
undivided attention; and for the entire family to spend Shabbat 
together. That is truly special. 
 
Hafetz Hayim once contrasted Shabbat with temporary signs on 
storefronts. When entrances are locked and lights are out, signs 
testify that the storekeeper is out temporarily. The store will re-open 
tomorrow or after lunch. But if the sign is taken down, we know that 
the owner has moved. 
 
God seems absent from us most of the time, wrote Rabbi Hoffman. 
When we face distress, there is no guarantee that God will be present. 
"But Shabbat is a sign that God has not vanished forever, a sign that 
God is available, though not perhaps immediately, - - as long as Jews 
keep Shabbat, that is!" 
 
"When we lose Shabbat, that sign of timelessness is also lost. For 
those who keep Shabbat, God becomes a palpable presence."  
   
Shabbat Shalom                             Howard B. Rosenblatt, PhD 
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School Happenings 
Blue Ribbon Main Event 
We are excited about our Blue 
Ribbon Main Event to take 
place on Thursday, April 15.  
Please note that tickets are 
now on sale at the school or 
State Theatre.  The $180 
tickets may only be purchased 
through the school.  Buy your 
tickets early to get the best 
seats in each section! 

See attached flyers at the end 
of this bulletin.  

Adult Blue Ribbon  
Book Nook 
Kings of the Jews: The 
Origins of the Jewish Nation 
by Norman Gelb 
Reviewed by: Stephan Gross 
Quiz question: which of these 
names does not belong in the 
list of the first kings of Israel: 
Saul, Ishbosheth, David, 
Solomon?  If you answered 
“Ishbosheth”, you’re wrong.  
He was the second king of 
Israel and ruled for two years.  
If this fact stuns you, you need 
to read Norman Gelb’s “The 
Kings of Israel”. 

Norman Gelb, a historian and 
a journalist, author of almost a 
dozen non-fiction books, 
relates the biographies of the 
fifty-plus kings (two of them 
women) that ruled the land of 
Israel over a thousand year 
period.  Writing in a clean 
narrative style, he sets the 
stage for each period of the 
monarchy (there were several 
breaks in sovereignty).  His 
retelling of the complex events 
of the Maccabean period is 
one of the best I’ve read.  
Each king faced several of the 
same challenges: how to 
balance or play off hungry 
regional superpowers as well 
as local threats; establishing 
and protecting trade routes 
and alliances; prosperity and 
poverty; military and 
administrative governance, to 
name a few.  In addition, 
Jewish kings had the unique 
problem of adhering to Jewish 
law and tradition while 
accommodating pagan 
religions, which was more of a 
challenge than you might have 
expected.  Gelb also 

describes the only two times in 
history that Jews converted 
others by force. 

If you are looking for a good 
history of the Jews in their 
land up to the Common Era, 
this book is for you.  You can 
read it straight through like a 
novel or dip into it as a 
reference book.  Either way, 
you’ll learn a lot about a 
fascinating topic.  The book 
has endnotes, a chronology, 
bibliography and an index. 

Thank you to Steve Gross for 
this Book Nook submission. If 
you've read a good book and 
would like to submit a review, 
please email Mrs. Waldman at 
waldmand@ssdsrv.org.  
Student submissions for the 
Student Book Nook are 
always welcome. 

 
 
 

 

Our Students Are Doing So Much! 

Israeli Dance Festival 
The Israeli Dance Festival will 
take place on Sunday,  
March 21 at Queens College. 

The remaining rehearsals will be 
held on the following dates from 
3:30pm-5pm in the Ballroom:  
March 10 and March 17 

Please call Gail or Pat in the 
office if you have not already 
advised us of your child's 
transportation arrangements on 
these days. 

Yearbook Orders 
It is that time again! Yearbook 
orders will be taken through 

Thursday, March 25 at $40 each 
(see flyer at end of this bulletin for 
detailed pricing if you wish to 
order more than one copy). 

SSDSRV is introducing an 
exciting new way for all families to 
remember the year. This year, 
you can have as many photos of 



  
your child in their yearbook as 
you wish.  We will offer the 
opportunity to create four 
personalized pages for your child 
that will be printed in their copy of 
the yearbook.  When you place 
your yearbook order, you will 
receive a log in and password to 
create the pages about your child. 
For additional information, please 
contact bohmi@ssdsrv.org 

Please note that extra yearbooks 
will not be ordered this year -- if 
you would like to order a 
yearbook, please be sure to 
adhere to the March 25 date.  

Our Shushan Purim 
Celebrations 
On Monday, we all had a fun  
time at our Shushan Purim 
celebrations. 

In the morning, we read the 
Megillah and classes performed 
skits to coincide with the 
readings. There was also a 
parade around the Sanctuary so 
everyone could show off their 
Purim costume.  

In the afternoon, we were treated 
to our Talent Show which 
featured a variety of acts 
performed by our very own 
students. As the finale, Joe K., 
our math teacher, showed off his 
guitar talent with a great rendition 
of Eight Days A Week and 
Hatikvah. 

After the Talent Show, our 
students and staff had a great 
time at their Purim carnival.  
There were booths created by 

students and staff and lots of fun 
games to play. 

Thanks to all the students who 
participated and to Risa Doris and 
Marsha Koster for coordinating 
these events.  

Pi Day Is Coming!  
Friday, March 12 
Pi Day is a nationally recognized 
day that helps raise excitement 
and interest in math.  

This year, under the direction of 
Math Teacher Joe Kantrowitz, our 
students in each grade will be 
involved in a "math" event 
symbolizing the theme of Pi Day.  
We look forward to a day of fun 
and learning! 

 

From the Office 
Blue Ribbon Honors 
Continue! 
Please come and share our 
excitement on Monday, March 
8 at 8pm at the East 
Brunswick Municipal Building, 
when our school will receive a 
Mayoral Proclamation 
honoring our Blue Ribbon 
designation. 

In addition, on Tuesday, 
March 9 at 9am, 
Congressman Rush Holt will 
be on hand to greet and speak 
to our students, and offer his 
congratulations. Our Israeli 
dancers will perform and  
Congressman Holt will 
address our student body and 

answer a few student 
questions.  

Looking forward to seeing you 
at both events. 

Smile For The Camera 
We are in need of a parent 
volunteer with photography 
skills to cover the Blue Ribbon 
festivities on March 8 and 9. If 
you are available to help out, 
please be in touch with Ruth 
Bash (x158). 

Re-Enrollment For The  
2010-2011 School Year 
Please note that as of  
March 2, the deposit for re-
enrollment is $975. If you have 

any questions, please contact 
Gail in the office. 

If you would like to register a 
new student or know of 
someone who is interested, 
please contact Ruth Bash at  
732-238-7971 (x158) or 
bashr@ssdsrv.org 
 
Tuition Assistance 
Requests for tuition assistance 
for the 2010-2011 school year 
are due by Friday, March 12.  

If you plan to request tuition 
assistance for next year, 
please prepare your tax 
returns early or schedule an 
appointment immediately with 
your preparer so that you will 


